
Boo culture in tho United States Is ia
» depressed state just now.

England, too, is awakening to tho ne¬
cessity of limiting immigration.
In Pennsylvania tho subject of allow¬

ing women full power of suffrage is be¬
ing widely agitated.
Late statistics show that there arc only

about one hundred thousand militiamen
iu tho United States.

A prominent Southern newspnper is
agitating the utilization of barren Alas¬
ka as B penal colony.
Dom Pedro, I'mpcror of Brn7.il, would

make a good immigration agent. Dur¬
ing his recent stay in Kuropo bo per¬
suaded 125,000 people to go to Brar.il,

A Paris papor wonders why the
American press pays so much attention
to tho affairs of Ireland, and adds that
tho average daily has loo lines about
Ireland to one about France.

If the armies of the Old "World should
go on increasing as they have boon do¬
ing for the last few years, asserts the
Commercial Advertiser, all Kuropo will be
bankrupt before the ( lose of the present
century.

_

The United States Labor Commission¬
er's report from seventy-two leading
cities on tlie condition of working wo¬

men shows that Atlanta, Ga,, pays tho
lowest wages oT any, with the exception
of Richmond, Va.

"Why is it, asks tho Atlanta Constitu¬
tion, that our United Stales Senators arc
shaved at the expense of the people?
Is there any sound reason for having the
expenses of the senatorial harbor shop
paid out of the contingent fund.'

The greatest emigration so.-iety at
presont is the Argentine Republic. It
will spend this year $5,000,000 to bring
emigrants from the north of Europe
alone. Ships from England, Holland
nnd France are taking them over iu thou-

-"!»fiSls.
_l0c -

6" <Jv*° State Commissioner's report shows
iVthgfciess than 10,000 farms are mortgaged
e-i^0T.xas, and the aggregate debt rcpre-¦vtga,otSr^[ is only $10,08-1,050. As a com-

^por^sOjt} with other States Ohio is cited,gtftolsH nr.fr»Leh is fifty-throe percent.
of the value of farms.

The newspapers aro beginning to com¬
ment on the extraordinary number of fat
women who appear In public places in
New York. Who they are aud what
makes them so phenomenally corpulent
is a mystery. Fnt women appear to bo
on the increase nil over the country.

Three street cars recently shipped from
this country to Buenos Ayrcs arc

equipped as hearses and mourning cars
of three different grades. Inside are
«cats for the mourners, n place for the
collin, an altar, cross and candelabra.
The enrs arc to bo run on the street car
tracks to convey funeral parties to tho
cemetery.

The first woman preacher to bo li¬
censed by the .Methodist Church South
Is a Mrs. \Vcbber,of Springtown, Arkan¬
sas, whoso husband is also a preacher-
The innovation, states Harper's Weekly,
has caused quite a stir in Southern .Meth¬
odist circles, and will probably result in
the pnssago of a law making women eli¬
gible for holy orders.

Tho Bollairo, Zanesville & Cincinnati
Ruilrond in Ohio is advertised as "tho
only line running through, without
change of curs, to Jerusalem, Bethel,
Ozark, Jncohaburg, and in full view of
the 'Plains of Abraham,' m ar Cumber¬
land. Close connection made at Jerusa¬
lem with stage for Antioch." This m ikes
a rather odd juxtaposition of biblical
names.

The mortality from preventable dis¬
eases is over 5000 yearly iu New Jersey
alone. According to tho Now York
Independent, taking $1000 to bo the
value of each lifo thus sacrified, tho an¬
nual loss in money for unnecessary deaths
from the following diseases: Diphtheria,
1Ö27; typhoid fever, 522; measlo-, 200;
scarlet fever, 253; whooping-cough, 181,
and small-pox, r>, loots up $5,570,009.
The Patcat Oflico at Washington has

recently issued a book showing what
patents have been granted to women ia
this country. From it we learn that tho
very first was granted in 1809 to Mary'
Kics, of Pennsylvania, for an improve¬
ment in weaving silk. The second was
in 18in to Jlary Brush for a corset, the
first patented in the world. The hustle
was patented in 1S72, fifty-seven years
after, by a New York woman.

The imitation of western civilization
by the Japanese has led them torognrd
Sunday, which iu Japan has hitherto
been decidedly continental'in its charac¬
ter, as a day of rest. This began with
the closing of the Government establish¬
ments on Sunday. The Tokio citizens
followed this example, and the closing
spread from city to villago, and now on
a fine Sunday business is nearly sus¬

pended nnd tho places of popular resort
are crowded.

There is a theory that tho advance of
population, building of rail roads, etc., in
the for West is attended by a gradual in¬
crease of tho much-needed rainfall.
Thoso interested in tho truth of the
proposition will bo disappointed to learn
that there aro no scientific facts to sus¬
tain it. Professor Cleveland Abbe, in
tho Forum, asserts that the study of the
known "phenomena has failed to cstab.
lish that there bas been any sensible
change in tho climate at any point of tho
earth's surface during the past 200Ü
^enra."

CITY OF PEKING.
TIIK FIIjTIIY OAPITAIi OP TIIH

OKBAT CHINESE NATION.

Tho Mom Conceited Nation on
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the introduction of a telegraph into Pe¬
king would have been a subject for
official degradation. Tho trouble with
Husiiii, however, showed the necessity
for such communication, and there arc
now in China more than 1000 miles of
wire. Slowly, but surely, western in¬
vention is making its way, and l.i Hung
Chang, tho g cat viceroy. In a visit to
Col. IJcilby at the American 'legation not
long ago, said lie expected to ride by rail¬
way to Peking within a year. Now tho
journey of ninety miles from Tien-Tain
has to bo made by pony, by donkey, or
by cart, or the trave'er must come byboat up tho winding Pciho. The pony
ride requires two days, and the boat takes
from three to seven. The winter mail ol
Peking has to be brought 700 miles
through the interior by relays of ponies,and ii then takes something like ihre«
weeks to get a letter fioin Shanghai tc
Peking. 'I he Chinese m present profeaito be well satisfied with this arrange
mcnt. The majority of them do not
want railroads nor telegraphs, and theyWould, ii' they could, extend the walls
about Peking so high that they would
reach heaven itself, and o.TcclUnlly bat I
out the "sou of heaven," ni they call
tholr Emperor, from all contact, direct
and indirect, with foreigners.
The hino-e arc the moat conceited

nation on the face of the earth, and theythink their civilization is Ihn highest in
tin? world. They entitle their Emperorthe ruler of the world, and tho ordinaryChinaman, which title inc ludes 111)!',000of the 409,000,000 people making uptheir race, believes that nil the wi rid is
su'.'jcct to this boy of 17, who rules tho
nation from bis palace within half a mile
of where I am writing this letter. He
thinks such of the American and Eu¬
ropean nations as have representatives at
Peking arc hern solely to llo honor to tho
Emperor; that their countries paytribute to him, and the dirty street of
Poking along which the Anicric an, Ger¬
man, rrcticn, Russian, English, and
Other legations nr. 1-.anted,' IS riu'i. -ftho ( binesc "the street of subject na¬
tions."
When it is considered how well tho

Chinese minister to the l ulled State-1 is
treated at Washinton, how be is pettedby the best ladies of
our society, mid bow
our statesmen throw
open tlic'.r houses und
their anus to him, the
contrast between his
position and (hat of
the American minister
to China is a national
humiliation. The bet¬
tor class of the ( hinc-o
oll'or no social invita-̂lIuVVvlHons to the foreign ^^^^a^a,-.S
ministers at Peking. minibtf.lt di:n-Colone) Dcnby, during nv's caiio.his four years of service in China, lias
never seen tho inside of a Chinese gen¬tleman's house, lie has never lookedinto the almond eves of the hoy Emperor,nor has he set his foot inside cue ol hispajaces. lie has never had ail nudiciICOwith tho Empress Itcgent through herfamous gauze screen, and sue h alls aslie has bad fioin the ministers of foreignaffairs have been those of ceremony audbusiness. Nevertheless ho has paid llllsocial duties religiously, and yostctrdajho sent his card to the otlie«of foreign alTairs iu honor oltho Empress's birthday, our foreignminister uses, of course, a Chi¬
nese cord. It is a strip of paper fourinches wide and ten inches long, mid itscolor is of a hue so red thnl it would on-
rogo the mildest bull. I pon this, inthe blackest ink, is painted the lnrgeChincso characters which representColonel Dcnby's name. Such cards arctis'edeverywhere in China, and tho largerthe curd the bigger the man represented
oy it. it would not take more than tensuch cards to cover a page of a news¬
paper, and when our minister tidesforth In his sedan chair of state, borneby eight pig tailed men in livery, undpreceded by his mafoo and lungchi onhorseback, the Chinese, I doubt not,think he is bearing presents from Wash¬ington to the Emperor, and llirt theirpig-tails with a condescending sneer aslie passer.

MONrot.lAX OAMKfn
What a wonderful city is PekingHow big and how little! How strongsod how weak ! It is a conglomeration.the strangest mixture of matter audmind in tho world of cities. It was acity as far hack as lOul years beforeChrist, and it was the capital of China1000 years after Christ was born. It wasthe capital of the wbolo Empire in A. D.

1204, and with the exception of a shorttime it has been the scat of Chinese Gov¬
ernment since the reign of Kublai Kahn.Its hair is thus gray and its skin wrinkledin its years of cityhond, but as a moderncity it is still in its swaddling clothes;nay, rather it is.just bom and it sprawlsabout in all the dirt of neglected baby¬hood. It is the most filthy spot on thisfair earth's face,and the smells of Naples,tho dirt of Corea, and the shuntof New York and London can¬not compare with it. It I nowinothing of modern city improvemeats. Its wide, miry, unpaved streetshave no sidewalks, and tho Hide Chinese
carts are dragged along up to their hubsin mud and tilth. Tho streets arc Ihn
Ecwots, and the most degraded savage ol
our western plains has more regard fottho exposure of his person thanhavo these pigtailed, silk dressed,gaudy, fat, I'ek.ngese. The streets artnot lighted, and the only lanterns known
are small one of paper, which mako itunsafe to move through the dirt in thenight Ihne. Personal cleanliness is as
uncommon as tne city cleanliness, mmthe average Chinaman has only twobaths, one when he is born and the otherwhen he dies. There are uo great pub¬lic buildings, and the shops and houses
arc all of one story. The city contains

more thnn a million inhabitants, and
these uro mado up of the widely, diverse
elements of tho i hincso Empire.We have in £ mericn only the Chinese
of So them ( hiun, and our idea of the
Chinese people is derived solely from
them. Mere at Peking nro the Thibetans,thu Mohammedans, the Tarlars, und the
Mongolians, and tho round-fuced
celestial rub* his pigtail nr^ninst tho binlints of the Coronas as he wudes alongtho streets. The Chinese I! in pi re is re¬
presentative mid oiio rocs hero what
might lie culled cosmopolitan Asia. The
strangest sights to mc on tlrst eiitrnnco
were iho Domndlo Mongolians, who rodo
into the city on great cainclsdromcdnries,
as unlike the camels of tho f-.'gyptian
desert an tho fallahcen of tho Nilo nro
diffcrcot from tho coolies of tho
Yellow Iiivor. They nre lingerand they havo two fr.t humps

WALT, OK I'KKINO.
on their backs instead of one. They
nro covered with wool instead of hair,and this long, curly coating appears in
all the various shades of tan. Thoy come
here from tho cold regions of Mongolia
or Siberia by the thousands, and during
my visit to the Chineso wall I passed
caravan'!, each of which numbered hun¬
dreds of the e camels marching in singlelile led by ropes fastened to sticks thrust
through the thick c*h of their noses,
nail bringing gieat loads of furs from tho
north for tlie use of the dilettnnt man¬
darins of Icking, und carrying back
brick dust, ten, Slid coal to the Tartars
and Kussinns. Some of them aro ridden
by brown-faced Mongol women, who, in
coats, pantaloon*, und fur caps, ridoastride, and the men are clad in sheep¬skins with fur caps pulled well down
over their liorco Tartar eyes. 1 tec tho
Thibetan lamas in their gorgeous robes,and we have here a largeIninn temple or
monastery, wnero uioso men navo one
of tho two Ihing Buddhas of the
world. Ho is worshiped us n god, and
when ho dies another lhtddha will bo
chosen and the g'cut spirit will inhabit
him and continue the spirunl reign.Thibet, Corea, Siam, Iturmah, Mon¬
golia, Maotchooria, und parts of Af¬
ghanistan are all tributary to China, and
their representatives arc all here. This
city 13 the capital of nearly one-tenth
the cultivable surface of the earth, and
from one-third to one fourth of tho
people of the earth are governed from it
and pay homngo to it. The great Um¬
pire of China has a territory much largerthan that of the United States, and its
population is gionlcr than that of the
United States and Europe added to¬
gether.

wiNiT.n nRooAits in pekino.
AVhat a capital for such a country and

such a people! It is made up, you know,of three gloat wulletl cities, und the
walls about it are more than twenty-
seven miles in length. There is the hipTartar or Manchoo city, in the intcrioi
of which is the forbidden city inside
whose walls is the homo of the -acred
Kniporor, antl where the gictt palacci
nto located, 'there is the Chinese cityoutside, where the most of the business
of North China is done, and where tho
sights und building do not differ much
from those of the narrow streets and low
buildings of other Chinese cities. There
arc in the Tartar city the thousands of
residences of the great officials' of the
Government, and here are the greatGovernment departments, which look for
ill the worid liken set of western catlle-
yaid stables roofed with heavy tiles, and
ranged around barnyard courts which tiro
no cleaner nor bet ter kept than our stables
themselves. Prom the walls the whole
Croat city looks like an immense orchard
sparsely tilled with trees, which rise highenough to shut out the view of the low,
otic story buildings composing its
Ileuses. In one comer ri-es the greattemple of heaven, a round-towered, pn-goda-llke structure, where the Kmperorperiodically watches the slaughter of
oxen and burns lhem ns Sacrifices upon
ti big marble altar. In another direction
you can see the walls of tho forbidden
city, with it- many-tiled palaces shiningin the sunlight, a id nil around standingout against the sky nre the great towers
which ri^c story abovo story over the
gates which lead through the walls.
They arc, to mc, the mo<t wonderful

things 1 have yet seen in city architec¬
ture, iking is said to be the finest
walled city in the world. It is made upof the three cities, all of which aro stir
rounded by walls, the greater part ol
which aro ns firm to day as when
they were built hundreds of years ago.These walls must have cost manymillion dollars, und, though useless now,they once made Peking a fortilicd city.Tho wall of the Tartar city is the strong¬est. It is as high as a city house of four
stories, and hs top has a width of fortyfeet, or nearly the widthof many a citystreet. It is sixty feet wide at the hot
loin, and you could drive four wagon-louds of hay nlong tho top without
crowding. It is made of large, graybucks laid in blue mortar, aud the whole
has become, through ago, one mass of
stone. At the top the outs dc walls,perhaps two feet thick, lise four feet
and make a fence to the pathway between
them. This is Hugged with stones, in
the crevices of which the grass is grow¬
ing, and through which here and there a
tiec hns forced its way and grown big-bunked and long branched amid its
rocky surroundings. Tho space be¬
tween the facings of tho
wall is filled with earth, and tho
sixtcoti great gates of the city have brick
towers of many stoiics, some of which
arc built in galleries with port-holes, andwhich, over certain gates, lise to the.
height «f 1 Of) foet. The gates are faced
with stone, and their niches are of solid
granite. They are great, round holes
cut through this massive wall,and within
them swing heavy, wooden dooii studded
with many iron rivets. These nro closed
when the sun go;s down, nntl are not
opened again until the morning. Through
these outsido fences above the walk on
the top of the wall aro holes throughwhich arrows might have been shot or

lerhaps a musket-barrel poshed through.They arc not largo enough for cannon,and to-day there arc no soldiers keepingguard along these groat military high¬
ways. Hero and there is n rude hut built
upon the stones for a watchman, hut tho
most of the walls nre freo for all. ami

tbcy tonn tno pr< menaUo tor Uio lorolgn
residents of tho c ty. At each of tho
gales.there is a third wall, which rum
around it, inclosing a spaco of several
acres and inukiug a double fortification
at this place.
Tho fconcs nbi.ut thee gates are

among tho liveliest in China. A cease¬
less stream of yellow humanity of
celesthll* high and low, and of Asiatic
four-footed heists continuously pushesits way through them. Here goes a
caravan of camels. There comes a dozen
men, euch pu-hing a Chinese wheel¬
barrow loaded with goods, and behind
them is a Manch o woman astride of o

doukey. Sho has [taper flowers iu her
hair and rouge a quarter of an inch deep
upon her checks. Hero is a half-naked
beggar who howls for alms as he crowds
his way through the dirty mass, and
tin-re is a Manchon o'ticer who canters
along with his pony and docs not seem
to care whether he knocks down the
poorer people or not. Behind him is a
mandarin in a bluo sedan chair, a
a train of fifty servants before aud
behind him, and a drum major lendingtiio list will» a red umbrella on a poleabout twenty feet long, «hieb he holds
up in front of him. and warns the peo¬ple to get out of the way for the greatman who comes. Outside the gates andinside the Inclosuro are a thousand and
one street cookshops, whoso greasy food
is cooking iu the open air aud is beingeaten by greasier Chinese. Thero are
pour n.en on foot and noblemen on
horseback; high luuckamucka iu carts
and coolies carrying great loads on their
shoulders. It isu queer conglomeration,but it is a business one from tho word
go. There is no foolery about these
Chinese. I.ifc is n serious matter to
them and they tiro working the world
for all that it is worth.

TIIIBKTAN LAMA.
Ono sees very little of the residences of

the Chinese nobles. They live in largeinclosures surrounded by walls so highthat it is impossible to look over them,aud entered by gales which aro guardedby doorkeepers who admit only the fa¬
vored few. Some, of the res'den- cscon¬
tain many acres inside of those walls,and the buildings arc made up of a'
number of onc-story structures scattered
hern and there about the grounds. All
of the foreign legations arc of this na¬
ture, aud the sc-return's and the minis¬
ter of the American legation lives in
such an inclo-iiro. The government paysbetween *jiion and $UiHMl a year for it,and America Is, I am told, the only for¬
eign nation represented at Peking which
docs not own its own building.The foreign ministers have some cu¬
rious duties, and I heir mail as to Chi¬
nese matters contain requests quite as
tpiecr as some of those made to
the President of tho United States.
Several score of autograph fiends have
L-ecn pestering Colonel Ocuby for auto¬
graphs of the Chinese limporor.a signa¬ture ss difficult to procure as that of tho
angel Gabriel written with a quill fromhis own w.:«igs. Tho Chinese Kmpcroris quite us sacred iu China and to China¬
men as Gabriel is to Christians. Other
Americans want contracts from the
inperor, and they evidently supposothat China is jumping at western ideasand western brains. They put tho

celestial intelligence on a very low plane,indeed, and ask the most ridiculousquestions as to whether if they bringtheir wives to china they oar. find suit¬able accommodations for them. Theydo not icali.c that the open ports ofChina have ns good hotels and aspleasant social circles as you will lind in
any American city, and they evidentlythink that foreigners here live iu mudhuts, sleep on the Chinese bakc-ovenbeds, and cat with chop sticks.

Cnrnot ns a Carpenter.
Tho President of Franca is a first-class

carpenter, and can bundle the saw and
plauc as well as any mechanic. I*, was
at Chabanais, in the Charcnte, where his
father possessed a chateau, that he .earned
the trade. Carnot, senior, insisted that
all his children should learn some occu¬
pation; "there is no telling,'1 he used to
sny; "you may want it .-.(iiuo day, for
wc live in strange, times." So Carnot,junior, was put to the bench, and, ac¬
cording to his professor.ono M, Pclarge,who is still living, acquitted himself
most honorably. In memory of this
event in his career, M. Sardin, who was
an apprentice at that time, but is now a
master cabinet maker in the FaubourgSt. Antoine, demanded an audience ofthe chief of the Stale, and received a
reply to the effect that the Presidentwill bo happy to n eel his old fellcw-
workman and talk shop with b in a
little. C:ticejo Journal.
A .lani.ncse, alter'-'0 years of Iilior;

research and experiment, has patented
iwi invention for walking on the water, a
sort of shoe r.iadc of wood, of piper, of
iron and of gum elastic. Its shapo is
ellptical, and it is joined with a belt of
salvage und gutta pen ha tubes. It is
not staled what makes the locomotion,but it chums to go ncar'y a league an
hour. Tho whole thing does not weigh
more than 2\ pounds, and it allows tiic
vovagcr to carry with him about 2.i
pounds of b iggago.

Taking a Menu Advantage.

Spriegins sat down on tho lobsterbox for a ni>-incut's rest.

But an investigating lob'ter reached
up a claw and induced Spriggins to re¬
sign his scat in some basic.

BUDGET OF FUN.
HUMOROUS S.iKTCIIBS PROM

VARIOUS SOURCKS.

A Maiden's Ago.A BckIiiiiIuk.A
Fovorlio Toplo Ho "Wouldn't
Wall.From Opposite Stand¬

points, Etc., Etc-

Maiden twenty,Lovers plenty,Pertly shakes hor pretty Caput, vow thatshe will never wed.

Two years nftor.
Causes laughter,That at twenty she :o foolish, sho so sillytiling had said.
l'ivo years Inter.
«tili a waiter;Grimly sots hor bright Incisors, vows that

wedded Mto will Is).

Twenty-eight,Meets hc-r Into,And most happily is married nt the ago oftwauty-threa.
.Hiwjhiinipion Hepubliian.
A Bofclnulncr,

American Hoy "Papa, the papersays that Japanese war vessels aro i.lumi-
UUted by electric lights. Why can't theUnited .-fates have things that way.'"'l'apu."Wo have made a beginning inthat direction, my son. We've got the
lights.". Piita-Ietj hid Record.

A Fnviirltc Topic-
"Don't you think it strange that Mr.Bjoncs never gets tiled from talking so

much;" asked Mcrr.tt.
"Not at ad," returned Miss Snyder,with a smile; "you see ho always speaksabout himself."..Judge.

Ho Wouldn't Walt.
"1 understand thero is a man heio who

wants toll k the torror of Shinbandy,"bellowed the bully ns he entered the bar¬
room of n border town.

"Yes; he's just now engaged in nbroad-ax dual w th two other men in the
dark room yonder. Won't you wait!"

"N-iino; I'm late for supper now.".
Judge.

From Opposite Standpoints.
Hobby."What a line time the pearldivers must have, Tommy I I hey arc in

swinuniu' all day, nnd have more fat,
juicy oysters thuu they can cat."
Tommy "Yes; and what a line timethe sharks have eatin' of them"'.

Jeicclcrs' Weekly,
Memories of Work,

j Weary Haggles."\\ill you kindlygive me a drink of water, Madame?''
Mrs. linseed."There's the well; gohelp yourself."
Weary Higgles."I would prefer youshould hand it to me iu a goblet, if youplca-e. The memories which the sightof ihnt old oaken bucket awaken would

make the draught billor with my tears."

Time Wasted.
"I hope, Mr. Tcmplecourt," said the

lady, a- she r ise from the chair whichhad vibiatod with her voice for an hour
and a half, "that I haven't taken up loo
much of your valuable time."

"Not at ull, A'.rs. ( butts," returned
the lawyer, glancing wearily nt the pileof letters on his desk; "I assure youthat this time has been of no value to me
whatever.". liotion Beacon.

He Had Ii Down Fine.
"Say. Cholley," asked one newsboy of

another, "what's a pa in' teller}"
"He's do man what pays out de

money." |"An' what's a reccivinj teller?"
"He's de man what ta'ics in de

money."
"An" whftt'a do cashier?"
"He's do feller what gits away wld dc

money."./In; ir.

A Man in ibe Honeymoon.
ffostcss."And so you really believethe moon to be inhabited, Professor;"
Professor Hinzumächen."Ah, veil,I do not say znt. But /ere is vun moon

in which zero mils' be vun mail."
Hostess."And which might that be

pray ."
Professor E. (putting on I113 partymanners)."Vy, zc.vat you call it?.ze

honeymoon 1"

The Work Iiiks of Timo
Mrs. B. "That couplo across the

street are going to celebrate the anuiver-
sary of their wedding. 1 wonder how
long the;, have been married."

Mr. 1$.."This must bo tho first anni¬
versary, becauso I notice that she sits at
the window overy evening and waits for
him to conic homo."

Mrs. 15. -"If they had been married as
long as we have, tho poor thing would
have to wait for him all night.".Life.

A Slight Disappointment.
Landlord (looking out of the window)"There conies Widow Jenkins's boy.andI do believe he's coming in pay the back

rent. I'll go to the door myself."Little Hoy <at the door; "Masent me
for n receipt."

Landlord "All right, my little lad;
step right in and I II write it out."

it;Iu Roy."We're goiu' to have
company tO-mOrrcr, an' ma wants it for
lemon jell'.".New Vor.'c Hun.
In ebe Sanctum n Century Henec.
"Well, Cash, what's the news;"
"We have phototelegrams from Mer¬

cury, Venus nnd Mars."
"Are thoso from Mars of any in¬

terest?"
"Yes, indeed. There's a revolution in

the Central I'mplre."
"And what of Jupiter."
"Nothing as yet. We ennnot quiteunderstand the signals. Perhaps ours do

not reach them."
"That's had," exclaimed tho pro-prictor, as he hurried away, not in the

best of humor, toward the hail of the
scientific editors.

Wlnntni* a Widow,
lie ga'cd around tho cheerful nnd

comfortable looking apartment. Then
addrcsiiug the widow, ho snid:
"Your husband's been dead over a

year now?"
"Yes," sho answered, with a gentle,sigh, "over a year."
"I remember reading his obituary,"he sa.d, "and I thought that it contained

a niisslntenient of facts?"
"A misstalcment of facts':"
"Yes, it said that he had gone to a

better home. In my opinion it would be
impossible for him to nnd a more cheer¬
ful, a more comfortable, and, with youIn it, a more charming nnd desirablo
home than this."
The widow smiled sweetly, then ho

popped and was accepted..Boston Cour¬
ier.

A Fanny Man's Troubles.
Editor."Mr. Funnyman,your humor¬

ous department is not half so bright and
fresh as it used to be. Are you in poorhealth?"

Mr. Funnyman--">«-o,sir; my health's
all right, but I'm afraid I've got to give
up humorous work."

"What's the matter?"'

"Well, sir, I got married somo months
ogo, and now when I print a joko about
wives my wifo thinks it means her, and
if I mention a mother-in-law hor mother
comos around and ra'sos tho roof, and,
besides, one of my wlfo's brothers is a

plumber, another is an ico man, and
ihe other is a coal dealer, aud sho has a
half brother who is a book agent, and
they're all big men with ugly tempers.
If you don't mind I'd I ke to retiro from
thö humorous department and take a

posicion as obituary editor.".Philadel¬
phia ldcad.

Took rlio Pln-oa* Literally.
"I don't want yer old paper no long-

er'n ye may -est stop it to wuust."
"What's tho matter?'
"Any paper that'll lie liko your'n

does, ain t lit to place inter a refined
and oddlcatcd household liko mine is."
"Has it been Iyiugi"
"lies it! Well, 1 should say it had.

rajtlier. Only last week it sod in tho
itoniB from aour taowa, thct 'Eov. .lames
I'Ogrttm UV Boston tilled the pulpit at
tho I niou Church iu B.rchvjJJo decs-
trict."'

"Well, d'dn't ho?" "

"No, siree, he didn't. Why, nc's a
little light-weight whipper-snapper, wot
don't weigh lio moro'n eighty pounds,and it would take J00 hundred uv such as
him tor fill aour pulpit, er cum any-
wharos near i-. We've got a full-grown
pulpit, wot can't be filled by no ono
such boy e/. he is.' .Dunictltc lireiz:.

Ttio Student Felt Coinpllmontod.
Daring the engagement of Booth and

Barrett iu Mew Orleans last season as¬
sistants for sold ers, courtiers aud mobs
were drawn largely from the students of
the medical and law departments of the
Tulane University. They liked it, and
subsequently, those who had swallow
tail i oats, and were swell were induced
to assist nt li.e Mrs. Langtry receptions.
One of tho young gentlemen, a law stu¬
dent, was much elated by his association
with the great tragedians. Ono night ho
wont home in great glco to his mother,
and said: ".Mother, Mr. Booth spoke to
me to night"' "Spoke to you." said the
proud mother. "What did ho say?'!
"Why, mother," said the hopeful younglawyer, "I was standing iu ono of the
entrances to the siago whon Mr. Booth
came out of his dressing room to go or.

.quick, like that.and he said to me:
'Confound you sir! Get out of tho way,
quick: get out of the way!' Yes, indeed,
he talked to me." Picayune.

A Rllelited Itomanoo.
The youug man had accepted a seal

an hour or two before in a crowded truin
by the side of a young lady who had
graciously made room for him.

' You will p.udou me," he wassaying,"for be:ng bold enough, Miss-"
"Hopper," stie prompted, softly.
"Miss Whopper. Thank you. Mj

nanio is Cahokia. You will pardou mo,"
ho went on, iu a slightly tremulous
tone, "for being bold enough to say ou
such short acquaintance that I sincerelyhope this may not be tho last time we
shall meet. 1 have never seen a younglady for whom I feit I could entertain sc

deep a-"
"Dinner all ready iu the dining car!"

unuounccd a dark complcxinncd official,thrusting his head in at the door of th<
car.
The youug man from c:t. Louis sprangconvulsively to his feet, seized his hal

and overcoat with frantic energy, nud,
by the most desperate and reckless exer¬
tions, succeeded in being the first man
in the car to respond to the invitation,and a budding romance in the l.fo of
the susceptible maiden from Southern
Illinois came to a melancholy aud un¬
timely end. Ohiagt Tribun«.

Real Cruise oftbc Samoa Fuss.
The special representative of the

Chicago A'ctc.i has succeeded in discover¬
ing the true inwardaesa :>f the American-
('crmau-Samoan imbroglio. Startling as
it may seem, ( hicago is at the bottom
of it all. It appears, according to the
statements of prom neat members of the
committee of investigation appointed bytho Tainiua, nud tho Kaipule, that
Chicago parties had shipped large quan¬tities of canned beef, veal, chicken aud
other edibles of the animal kind throughtheir agents there to the natives of tho c
islands, who, by the way, ou tho dead
quiet, areas great cannibals as ever, and
relish human flesh the more because it Is
forbidden them. Tlie Samoans arc not
particuliarly stuck on canned meats in
general, but they were badly taken In
with those sent from Chicago. Tho
American traders in Samoa removed
all the original labels and replacedthem by entirely new and
still gaudier ones. Tho reading
was materially changed. Kor instance,tin: new lnl'ols on the canned chicken
read; "One-Half Bound Presh White
Baby, Already Cooked; Cut the Can at
the Arrow," whiio the canned veal was
changed, acco:diug to the lab.d, to
".¦'picod Dude, with Dressing; VeryTender." Tho corned beef labels, too.
had been slightly altered, for they bore
the legend: "Boneless Missionary, with
Truffles." The Samoans were delightedwith these delicacies and willingly pnidfancy prices for them. All went well
until the Oorinans gave the snap awayafter vainly endeavoring to introduce
bockwurst, sauerkraut, imburgcicheese, and brotzels as staples of Samoai:
diet. Then civil war was be ;uu.

Skeletons of nn Extinct lluce.
A huge, gravel pit was opened at Whit-

lock, [nd., recently. Soon after the ex-
cavilling begau a skeleton was found,and ns tho pit widened otiicr skeletons
were unearthed until the last thirty
graves had been opened and many skele¬
tons brought to light, evidently the re¬
mains of an Indian tribe.tho Shawncoa,probably, who had villages in this
region. Ono skeleton wns found beneath
a large stump, and recently another
was found twelve feet under ground.The graves appear in regular order, and
the occupants wero buried in a sittingposture. In ono grave three skeletons,supposed to "no thoso ol a woman and
two children, wero found. recentlythe largest spocitnen was unearthed, the
holy of a person who in life must have
been a giant. A peculiarity of tho
skeletons is that tho teeth aro nearly allin a perfect state of pro-orvation. In
one grave beside tho human skeletons
was that of a dog, a copper spear head,
an earthen pot and numerous beads,proving that some important porsonagchad boon put to rest there. This city ol
the dead is undoubtedly 150 years old,

Ciiicaijj T,mtt.

An Ambitions Chinese Cook.
Mrs. Stanford, wifo of the California

Senator, has a Chinese cook in her cm-
ploy who is becoming a nulsanco, owingto his overweening ambition. Mrs.Stanford soot him to a cooking school
in Now York, in which ho learned all tho
scientific features of tho gastronomic
art. The result was that on his roturn
to Washington ho displayed a desiro
to sorvo a banquet ovcry day. Ho is not
happy unless tho Stanfords are giving a
dinner party every twenty-four hours.
Thoro U a growing conviction in Mrs.
Stanford's mind that the Chintao must
an. Times-Df.mnernt.

EXPRESS PARCELS,
QUKEIl PACKAGES THAT ARE

SUNT OVER THE RAHiS.

A Vlowoftlio CellnrStororooni of a
Uijr Express Company.Ha-
man Freight Chinese

Uoucs Sent Cheap.

" Of the hundrods of men I have in t
during the twenty-live yuan I have been
liero you uro the first newspaper man
who has over been down those stairs,"
said tho old janitor of the American Ex¬
press Company's Building, on Broadway,
as ho showed a 8tdr reporter the sub-
collar where the receipt books and vouch¬
ers of tho company aro kept. The cellar
is merely nu immense vault divided into
ton aisles 235 feet long, on both sides of
which are, piled from lloor to ceiling,
millions of rccO'pts and statements of
the U">(J0 different agents throughout tho
country arranged in alphabetical ordor.

" There arc so o very ijucer tilings
sent by express," Agent Hogers remarked,
while wandering through these subter¬
ranean passages. " I have seen n human
being boxed up in n crate and shipped
by express. llo was an insane noon go¬
ing from Staton Islnnd to a lunntic asy¬
lum. That was tomo years ago. Kot
the past seven years we have not handled
livo people, but bofoie that we used to
ship meu, women and children. It was
too much bother to keep it up. Wc used
to charge douhlo lirst-c ass passenger
rates, und frequently took a bright littlo
girl from friends here and delivered her
ut the door of friends in Iowa or I nkotu.

"Very few people, conliuucd tho
ngont, "have un adequate idea what the
business of a large ox press company
comprises at the present day.

"Is it not simply the handling of
goods.' No, indeed. Wc pay men's
taxes a thousand miles away, act as
undertakers, do shop| ing for ladies,
and attend to the marketing for entire
families. It was not long ago we had
to exhume a body that had been in a
cemetery at Sioux City, Iowa, for years,
and bring it here. Wc go: nothing foi
tho work outside of the charge fot
transportation. Our ngont at Sioux
( ity received instructions from this Olli e
to open such a grave in a designated
cemetery, have tho remains of a certain
peison placed in a new askot, und
shipped to New York. He ordered the
work performed and sent the body on
with the vouchers of expenditures. II
is part of our business

"What-ia the strangest thing I hnve
seen forwarded? Well, that is bard tc
nnswer. I hnve seen nearly c-erythingShipped from a needle to an elephant,
one of the strangest shipments probably
was a dead woman and her two livo
babies. The little things were twinsand
very small. A nurse had to accompany
them. Yon may remember the story of
un elephant that stopped thu tinin by
pulling the bell cord. That is pci fe: tly
true Monkeys ure ulso a great nuisance
mid create no cud of bothor to the mes¬
sengers. There aro only three thingsthat cannot he sent by express to-day,
and they are dynamite, gunpowder and
livo people. The easiest articles to
handle aru goods from a business house,
and the meanest is honey. 11 leaks out
and gets over things.

"ixext to honey are packages done upby ladies. They generally huvo to ho
done oicr again. When you hundlo
from 10,001) to I'-',000 packages a day iu
the New York oliicc alone, it becomes a
nuisance."

'.Tho Chinese have a custom," said
one of the heads of a department, who
came up at this stage of the conversa¬
tion, "of exhuming the lemainsof their
dead and shipping them back to ( himi.
Did i; over strike you h iw they do it?
They f irward them as morchandiso*and
get freight rules, oh, yes, it's against
the rules of all companies; but if a iail-
way agent receives a bo . said to < outaiu
cotton, for instance, ho has uo right to
ovamino its contents. Chiuamen fre-
nuently come here und get o-.;r rates to
Sun Francis o, but they never send a
corpse. I have made in juirics at tho
other o l'ce3, and Und thoy have never
forwarded one. The rales are the snmo
nnd are too high to suit them; so they
box them up and let them go by freight
at less thuu half the expense I do not
see how the practice can he stopped, for
tho vciy box that may be suspe ted is
liable to be all right."

A Picnic in Sam on.
The Snmoans arc as fond of picnics as

any p litical or social club in New York.
A select parly of about a hundred peoplein all will arrange mi event of this kind,inviting friends to participate, and often
the o beers or men of the foreign vessels
in the harbor aro included among tnc
guests. The picnic gi our.ds, or waters
rnthcr, arc in the mountains, about four
miles back of the Apia. The central
rauge of mountains in the island of
L'polu, which is the prim ipnl island of
the group and the one upon which Apiais situated, reaches a height of about
four thousand feet above the level of the
sea. The foot-hill.-',which rise gradually,
one above the other, from a .-hort dis¬
tance buck from the shore, ure covered
with verdure tho year arottnd, and hero,in the cool forest, are found mountain
pools of clear water, where the
amphibious natives can enjoy themselves
to their heart's content.
Over the lure, precipitous rocks on

the shore the mountain streams have
pouicd their waters for nges, until tho
surface of the rocks is worn as smooth as
polished marble Some of tho malo
picnickers precede tho main body of
revelers to one of Ihcsu pools, curryingthe provisions, w hich include a bounteous
supply of frc-h pork, chicken and l:sh.
When all have arrived they enter the
water and ninuso themselves by swim¬
ming, diving and skylarking, duckingeach other's beans,or rising unexpectedlybeneath some one whore attention is
diverted elsewhere There is an upset,
a scream of laughter and un escape. They
are exceedingly good-natured and merry,
never taking oltenco ut tho pranks and
practical jokes of their companions.After about two hours of this sportthey gather on the shore nnd partake of
a luncheon, nnd then ngain into the
water they go like sporting seals.

Foot! for Itoflcclion.
There is food for reflection in a coupleof advertisements which uppear side bysido in a contemporary, which lend,with the omission of address, as follows:
WANTED.Young lady in oublishing of¬

fice: quick writer; flpor week.
WANTED . An experienced girl for

gensrnl hotisowork-ln a family of seven; as¬
sisted about washing; wa^as $4.

It will bo observed that the ralo of
compensation is the same in both cases,but that whilo tho "lady" receives sim¬
ply $1 per wook Hie "experienced girl"
gets in addition her board and lodging.Whether gentility.tho word most beau¬
tifully expresses the lhing I--is worth
what it costs must seem nt least an openquestion when the rate is so high.. i?.s-
ton Courier.

Scaroity of suitable firing ranges iscoMplaincd of in England.


